VIRAL HEPATITIS

Typical hepatitis viruses:
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In some indivi with acute infecti
HBsAg becomes undetectable before anti-HBsAg
appears. This is referred to as the “window
period,” during which a person tested for
HBsAg and anti-HBs will appear uninfected.
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In those patients in
whom the infection
resolves completely,
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MONTHS AFTER EXPOSURE

Anti-HBeAg antibodies appear early

in the clinical phase. Later, anti-HBsAg
antibodies appear at the

beginning of | ce.

& Chronic
infection

The continued presence
of HBsAg beyond 6
months and the
absence of anti-HBsAg
is an indication that the
infection has become
chronic.
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Figure 26.7

Typical course of hepatitis B virus infection. A. Acute infection. B. Chronic infection. HBsAg = hepatitis B surface
antigen; HBeAg = hepatitis B e antigen; HBcAg = hepatitis B nucleocapsid core antigen; anti-HBsAg,
anti-HBeAg, and anti-HBcAg each refer to antibodies to the corresponding antigen.
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